
Tom Hayward

“SOMETIMES we don’t take 
enough time to reflect on our 
achievements. Entering IPSE’s 
awards allowed me to do that and 
obviously being shortlisted, and 
then actually winning, is going 
to have an immeasurable effect 
on my career. But you just don’t 
know until you go for it,” Those 
are the words of Iona Bain, 
founder of The Young Money 
Blog and IPSE’s 2018 Freelancer 
of the Year. 

After six months, hundreds 
of entries and an exhaustive 
search which scoured the length 
and breadth of UK, the Scottish-
born journalist, author and 
industry authority specialising 

in finances for young people took 
home IPSE’s top award for the 
UK’s best freelancer.

In 2011, Iona set up her 
blog which has since become 
the authoritative source 
of financial guidance for 
thousands of young people. 
Following the success of the 
first British blog to focus solely 
on the so-called ‘Generation Y’, 
Iona wrote her first book, Spare 
Change, published by Hardie 
Grant in 2016.

In an impressive, and ever-
expanding, list of publications, 
the Oxford graduate has 
written for the Daily Mail, 
Telegraph, Times, Sunday 
Times, Independent, Mirror 
Money, Herald newspaper, 
and regularly appears on ITV 

Tonight, BBC Radio, BBC 
Scotland, Channel 4 News and 
across local radio.

A regular speaker at 
conferences and financial events, 
Iona was also recently made one 
of the youngest-ever governors 
of the prestigious Pensions 
Policy Institute (PPI) and is a 
founding member of the agenda-
setting Next Gen Pensions 
Committee.

It all adds up to a portfolio 
and presence that made an 
immeasurable impression 
on the judges – even in the 
strongest field of finalists for 
the IPSE Awards. 

“I was in complete shock 
when the comedian Lucy Porter 
called my  
name, and then I 

The search 
begins to crown 
the UK’s best 
freelancers 

Tom Hayward

THE search is now on to crown 
the UK’s best and brightest 
freelancers, IPSE (Association 
of Independent Professionals 
and the Self-Employed) the 
leading association representing 
freelancers and the self-
employed has announced.

Freelancing deserves 
celebrating, and that’s why since 

2014, IPSE’s awards have been 
championing and rewarding 
innovation and excellence in the 
freelance community as part of 
the wider celebrations for the 
annual National Freelancers Day. 

“IPSE is, and always has 
been, extremely proud of the 
UK’s freelance community. 
We’re delighted to be able 
to recognise and honour 
outstanding achievement 
through these awards,” said 
Claire Barrance, IPSE’s 
Community and Events Lead.

“It doesn’t matter who you 
are or what you do;  
if you’re freelance, you should 
consider entering. And don’t 
worry if you’re not a full-time 
freelancer, if you’ve 
got a great side 

The IPSE Freelancer Awards 
will be held 13 June, 2019  

at The Steel Yard, Allhallows 
Lane, London, EC4R 3UE

APPLY BY 
29 MARCH
nationalfreelancersday.

com/ipse-awards
@teamIPSE

From winner to judge
Our judges are friendly and keen 
to learn about your successes!
Page 6

Turn your passion project into 
your full-time career
Following her win of Young 
Freelancer of the Year 2017, Nisha 
Haq took the brave step to go full 
time freelance. Page 2

You’ve got what it takes!
Learn from past winners/
finalists why you should be part 
of the IPSE Awards community.
Page 4 & 5

IPSE Award 
categories 
explained.
Page 3

A medieval mercenary who fights for whichever nation or person pays the most.  
Or just a self-employed person deciding who they’ll work for and for how long.

6 2

From confidence crisis to 
career credit: Iona Bain 
on blogs, burglaries and 
banking awards

100% 
FREE 
to enter 

Prize Money up to

£5,000
cash prize & national 
recognition
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THE IPSE Freelancer of the Year Awards 
2019 ceremony will be hosted at at The Steel 
Yard, an impressive Central London event 
space including beautifully restored Victorian 
railway arches.

The event takes place on Thursday 
13 June and will be hosted by hilarious 
comedian Carl Donnelly. 

Described as an ‘observational genius’ by 
The Guardian, stand-up comedian Carl is a 
firm favourite at the biggest comedy clubs 
across the country. Since taking his first 
solo show to the Edinburgh Fringe in 2009, 
Carl has performed all over the world, from 
Melbourne to Montreal, winning a host of 
awards along the way.

He has brought his comedy from stage 
to studio, with TV credits including Mock 
the Week, Russell Howard’s Good News and 
Stand Up Central to name a few.

During the evening the winners of all 
seven award categories will be named: Co-
working Space of the Year, Ambassador of 

hustle, we want to hear from you too.”
This year’s awards promise to be bigger and 

better than ever, with four individual awards, 
including a new freelancer project prize, up for 
grabs:

• Freelancer of the Year. £5,000 cash prize for 
the winner, £2,000 for the runner-up.

• Young Freelancer of the Year. £3,000 cash 
prize for the winner.

• New to Freelancing. £3,000 cash prize for the 
winner.

• Freelance Project of the Year. £1,500 cash prize 
for the winner.

Applicants will be judged on a range of criteria 
including the strength of their portfolio, business 
acumen, creativity, the distinctiveness of their 
offering and their passion and commitment to 
freelancing. All finalists will also win a range of 
industry-leading business support prizes, as well as 
one-year IPSE membership.

“We’re always looking at ways of expanding the 
reach of the awards and the people they celebrate, 
and that is reflected in the addition of another new, 
and very exciting, category: Freelancer Project of the 
Year,” Barrance continued.

The awards are designed to crown not only the 
country’s most talented freelancers, but also the 
organisations and individuals supporting the world of 
freelancing. So there are also awards to recognise the:

• Ambassador of the Year;
• Co-working Space of the Year;
• University Partner of the Year.

Applications close on Friday 29 March, after 
which the finalists will be invited to pitch their 
business at a judging day in London on Thursday 
9 May with the winners announced at a glittering 
awards ceremony on Thursday 13 June.

“The awards are completely free to enter, and the 
entire process is far less daunting than many people 
may realise,” Barrance added. 

“In fact, we’ve been told by many entrants and 
finalists how worthwhile the experience is when 
you consider not only the connections to be made, 
but the way the process gets you to reflect on your 
achievements and analyse how you can still improve. 
So enter, and tell us what makes you and your 
business so great. 

“Over the years we’ve met some fascinating, and 
truly talented, people through the awards – from 
mime artists and crime scene investigators, to origami 
sculptors and actresses – and we look forward to 
welcoming many more in 2019.”

To enter, got to nationalfreelancersday.com/
ipse-awards, or scan the QR code on page 1.

Continued from page 1

A venue fit  
for a champion

“IPSE is, and always has been, extremely 
proud of the UK’s freelance community. 
We’re delighted to be able to recognise and 
honour outstanding achievement through 
these awards. The award ceremony and the 
National Freelancers Day conference the 
following week signifies a real celebration of 
this growing way of working and is something 
we aim to make bigger and better every year. 
This year we have introduced a new award 
(Freelance Project of the Year) and have made 
the ceremony a stand-alone event in a brand 
new venue for IPSE.’’

Claire Barrance 
Community and Event Lead, IPSE

PRIOR to being crowned IPSE’s 
Young Freelancer of the Year in 
2017, Nisha Haq was working 
hard to build up her photography 
business alongside working full-
time in design and marketing. 
Her time was stretched, and 
she often worked until the 
small hours to keep up with the 
demanding workload. 

Entering the awards and 
then taking home the crown, 
gave Nisha both the self-belief 
and financial security to make 
her side passion project her main 
source of income. 

‘’Winning the award gave me 
the confidence boost to become 

a full-time freelancer a month 
after the ceremony. I’d thought 
about going part-time first, but 
I soon realised what I really 
wanted was to dedicate my full 
attention to making my business 
grow and succeed.’’ 

When asked for advice on 
making the transition to full-time 
freelancing Nisha recognises that 
although different for everyone, 
your love for your work will play 
a big part in your success. 

“It’s hard to tell when you 
should go full-time, but a good 
place to start is weighing up your 
work/life balance, looking at 
your finances and making sure 
you have a buffer to last you 
at least a few months. Most of 
all though, don’t let go of your 

passion. There’ll be times when 
it’s really tough but having the 
grit to get through that is what 
will make you succeed’’. 

Nisha has also built up 
connections and business 
opportunities from her 
awards experience. She has 
collaborated with 2016 finalist 
Craig McDougall to deliver 
short videos, regularly featured 
in our magazine Modern Work 
as well as taking on the role of 
official photographer at National 
Freelancer Day and the IPSE 
Awards for two years in a row. 

Nisha Haq’s journey is a 
great example of how the IPSE 
Freelancer of the Year Awards 
can take your business to the 
next level. 

Looking 
through 
the lens of 
a winner
Claire Barrance

the Year, University Partner of the Year, Freelance 
Project, New to Freelancing, Young Freelancer of 
the Year and, of course, Freelancer of the Year.

We will then enjoy an evening of entertainment 
and networking over canapes and drinks. 
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WHAT ARE THE IPSE AWARDS?
The IPSE Awards are designed to celebrate not only 
the country’s best and brightest freelancers, but also 
all the organisations and individuals supporting the 
world of freelancing.

Apply for our individual categories described 
below online by Friday 29 March and if you are 
successful you will be invited to pitch your business 
to our panel of experts at our judging day event on 
Thursday 9 May in London.

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR?
The applicants are judged on a range of criteria 
including the strength of their portfolio, their passion 
and commitment to freelancing, business acumen and 
creativity and the distinctiveness of their offering. 

INDIVIDUAL CATEGORIES 
Freelancer of the Year
Aged 24 and over
Prizes – Runner up £2,500 / winner £5,000
Plus business support prizes

Young Freelancer of the Year
Aged 23 and under
Prize – Winner – £3,000
Plus business support prizes

New to Freelancing
Operating freelance business for 2 years and under
Prize – Winner – £3,000
Plus business support prizes

Freelance Project of the Year
New award for 2019! This can be part of a side hustle 
business alongside full-time work or studying - any 
successful projects we want to hear about! Examples 
could include an event, a particularly successful client 
project, campaign or fundraiser.
Prize – Winner – £1,500
Plus business support prizes

OTHER CATEGORIES 
Co-Working Space of the Year
Co-working spaces are hubs of activity that support 
ever growing numbers of freelancers and small 
businesses. Great spaces bring people together 
by offering opportunities to network, collaborate, 
support and learn from each other.

We’ll be looking at a whole host of factors when 
deciding who takes home the award. The best 
workspaces offer a wide range of facilities to their 
members, and how you support freelancers with 
various activities will be an important differentiator.

Ambassador of the Year
IPSE ambassadors are either communities of 
freelancers or individuals making the wider freelance 
economy stronger.

University Partner of the Year 
IPSE University Partners recognise the importance 
of ensuring the next generation of self-employed 
professionals have the knowledge and skills to 
succeed in working this way. 

FREELANCER  
OF THE YEAR

YOUNG FREELANCER  
OF THE YEAR

FREELANCE PROJECT  
OF THE YEAR

CO-WORKING SPACE  
OF THE YEAR

AMBASSADOR  
OF THE YEAR

NEW TO FREELANCING

UNIVERSITY PARTNER  
OF THE YEAR

Category 
definition

HE has been nominated for the Edinburgh 
Comedy Award twice, won a host of other 
awards, appeared on a selection of TV shows 
(Mock The Week, Russell Howard’s Good News 
etc) and travelled the world having performed 
at the Just For Laughs Festival in Montreal, The 
Melbourne International Comedy Festival and 
The New Zealand Comedy Festival.

IPSE Awards host Comedian Carl Donnelly

www.
nationalfreelancersday.

com/ipse-awards

CONTACT
events@ipse.co.uk

APPLY NOW

IPSE Awards 2019 
Categories

ENTRY DEADLINE FRIDAY 29 MARCH
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‘Don’t 
underestimate 
your achievements 
as a freelancer. Even 
having the bravery 

to go freelance in the 
first place makes you 

remarkable.  
You don’t need to be the 

highest earning, most prominent 
freelancer in Britain to apply. In fact, the awards are 
designed to bring hidden talent into the limelight. 

So, celebrate yourself, understand what makes you 
special, and have the confidence to showcase it in 

your application.’ 
Kelly Gilmour-Grassam, Founder 

of Making You Content and Young 
Freelancer of the Year 2015

 
‘I made a last-minute 

entry to the IPSE Freelancer 
Awards last year after seeing it on a 

university newsletter, and, I’m so glad I did! 
I nearly deleted my application halfway through 

because I didn’t think I’d got a chance, but I’m so glad 
I submitted it! When I found out I’d been shortlisted for 

Young Freelancer of the Year, I was so excited and nervous 
about my pitch to the judges - I certainly never expected to 

go on and win! Being able to attend the IPSE Awards was an 
experience I’ll never forget and winning the accolade has opened 
up so many doors for me! If you’re thinking about entering, go 
for it! After all, you’ve got to be in it to win it and I promise 
you’ll gain so much from entering! Winning Young Freelancer 

of the Year is my proudest achievement to date.’  
Harvey Morton, Managing 

Director at Harvey Morton 
Digital and Young 

Freelancer of the 
Year 2018.

You’ve got what it takes! 

“When 
applying to awards, 

it has been difficult to push 
ourselves into the spotlight because 

of a lack of confidence. However, over time, 
we’ve realised that it’s okay to blow our own 

trumpet. It helps us to acknowledge our 
own achievements and successes. 

By receiving external validation 
from organisations such as 

IPSE, it has given us the much 
needed esteem to continue 
developing our brand 
and business.’ Abigail 
Baldwin, Co-Founder 
of Buttercrumble and 

Young Freelancer 
of the Year 2017 
finalist

It can sometimes be a challenge to find the 
confidence and time to put yourself forward 
for an award as a freelancer, but it can be really 
worthwhile to take that plunge!
Being a part of the IPSE Freelancer of the Year 
Awards brings many opportunities, the benefits 
go much further than just the opportunity to win 
a cash prize. 
Hear from some of our past finalists and winners 
about their experiences and make sure you check 
out our award categories on page 3 and get applying 
online at: 
  www.nationalfreelancersday.com/ipse-awards

www.nationalfreelancersday.com/ipse-awards

CONTACT
events@ipse.co.uk

APPLY NOW

“It’s ok to 
blow our own 

trumpet”
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‘When I applied for the 
IPSE Freelancer of the Year Awards 

in 2016, I was nervous. Not only because it was 
nerve-wracking to enter an award, write out my entire 

career to be (literally) judged, and put myself out there, but 
because I had entered the awards in 2014 and I’d been a finalist. 

I could have easily said, “well, that was that” or “I’ll feel so bad if I 
don’t get through this time” and never try again. But I looked at how 

much I’d grown over those two years, and the wonderful people I’d met in 
the first round, and thought to myself “why shouldn’t I enter again?”. 
I’m so glad I did, as I went on to win the Freelancer of the Year award that 

year! It’s easy to think pessimistically, and float along without challenging 
yourself, but even just for the huge benefit of taking a moment to sit down, 
review and write out your career path, goals, successes and challenges – it’s 
worth entering. It was amazing to be a finalist in 2014, and it was 
incredible to win the award in 2016; but the main takeaway 
I’ve had from both was, for sure, the wonderful 
connections and friendships I’ve built through 

the awards. I’m part of a network of people who 
have been so inspiring, so encouraging and 

supportive, and that’s opened up 
huge opportunities for me going 

forward!’  
Emmeline Pidgen, 

Illustrator and 
Freelancer of the  

Year 2016

‘’I think we all 
think ‘Oh I’m not good 

enough, I won’t win’…but hey, 
someone has to and it’s up to the 

judges to decide not you! Just entering 
made a difference to me, it was great to 

look back on how far I’d come and celebrate 
that. Then through the judging day and awards 

night I met some really great people who I’ve 
stayed in touch with and even collaborated with. 

Entering the IPSE awards (and I definitely didn’t 
win!) really made a difference to me and 
my business.’’

Steve Folland, Video & 
Audio Content - Producer, 

Writer, Presenter, 
Editor and Freelancer 

of the Year 2016 
finalist

‘‘I urge anyone to 
enter as only good things can come 

out of it! If you get finalised, you get to meet 
and network with a bunch of interesting people 

from all different industries and get feedback on your 
work. If you don’t get shortlisted at least you know someone 

has been looking at your work/what you do on some level and 
any exposure is good!

I always had a niggle in my head from a tutor at my university 
that said to me ‘You’ve got to be in it to win it’ when I was moaning 

about not getting shortlisted for the competitions I was entering. She 
said if you don’t even enter then you certainly won’t get anywhere! 
Sounds obvious but it really stayed with me. So I think you have 
to try and keep your expectations low but also have some level of 
confidence to force you to enter! I think it’s good to have a healthy 
balance between the two!

The positivity that came out of it was that I have a really nice 
relationship with the guys at IPSE and get to do bits and bobs 

with them still and National Freelancers Day and the awards 
ceremony were great!’’

Charlotte Beevor, Surface Pattern Designer, 
stylist and Freelancer of the 

Year 2017 finalist 

“I’m part of a 
network of people 
who have been so 

inspiring”

“You’ve got 
to be in it 
to win it”
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IPSE’s Freelancer of the Year Awards brings 
together the most dynamic assortment of 
freelance professions; many of which you’d be 
forgiven for thinking didn’t actually exist. From 
freelance mime artists and origami sculptors to 
crime scene photographers and waste consultants, 
the spectrum has been broad.

And in 2017, Luke Nicholson joined the ranks 
of fascinating individuals doing fascinating things. 
That’s because Luke is an accent coach teaching 
non-native speaking people how to master the 
English language. 

“I entered the Freelancer of the Year Awards 
because almost everyone I knew had a 9-5 job 
after they left university, and I wanted to show 
them that it wasn’t the only work/life choice that 
was available,” Luke said. 

“I found the experience of preparing for the 
judging day invaluable. It made me sit down and 
really think about my business - what worked and 
what didn’t, what I needed to focus on and how 
long it would take me to achieve certain goals. 

“The judging day itself was great. I loved 
meeting other freelancers – who had businesses 
very different from mine – and made some useful 
contacts. In fact, I’m now collaborating with one of 
the other finalists (app designer Rich Daley) on a 
project that will be launched in 2019. 

“The judges are very friendly and are keen to 
learn about the success of your business. In fact, if 
you’re reading this, you should definitely enter!”

At the awards ceremony itself, alongside a 
stellar cast of co-stars, it was the former drama 
leading man – who has taught students from over 
70 countries through his business Improve Your 
Accent – who left the stage as IPSE’s headline act 
as the 2017 Freelancer of the Year.

The affect the award has since had on the 
upward trajectory of his business has been 
significant. 

“Winning the award has brought me 
an enormous amount of recognition,” Luke 
continued. “I got coverage on the BBC and in the 
London Evening Standard, for example. 

“And, it’s also made clients look at me in 
a different light – not only existing clients, but 
potential new ones. I often get emails from people 
congratulating me even though it’s been 18 months 
since I won. It’s been great, and it’s certainly given 
my business a boost because now people know 
that an accent coach actually exists! 

“It put me on the map – I’m now earning 
more money and getting more clients. I don’t 
think these would have been possible. Really, it’s 
put me on a different playing field and completely 
fast-tracked me to a position that I wouldn’t have 
otherwise been at this stage of my career. 

“The £5,000 prize money gave me the 
opportunity to invest in different parts of the 
business that I wouldn’t have otherwise done. 
It’s allowed me to take risks which, because of 
the prize money, are actually relatively risk-free.” 

His 2017 success wasn’t the end of Luke’s 
IPSE adventure, though. The following year he 
was invited back as one of four judges for the 2018 
awards. So if your mind is conjuring up images of a 
fearsome, no-nonsense Dragons’ Den panel, with 
Luke the reassuring face of both finalist and judge, 
you needn’t worry. 

Tom Hayward

From the eloquent voice of 
the finalists, to the friendly 
faces of the judges

realised I had to get up on stage! My 
brain was saying ‘come on Iona, you 
better get up’. The main emotion was 
one of disbelief,” Iona continued. 

“I was in such a strong field, and 
for some time in the run up to the 
awards I was preparing myself for 
not winning, because that’s the 
sensible thing to do. I genuinely 
thought someone else would very 
deservedly win. 

“Once the disbelief subsided it was 
a case of wanting to show my gratitude 
and show that the faith placed in me by 
the judges was justified. Now I want to 
use this to not just help myself and my 
career but help other people too.”

Iona’s story is an interesting tale; 
a career that started purely by chance. 
After graduating, she was trying to 
earn a living working as a musician in 
Glasgow. All the money earnt from the 
gigs was deposited in a piggyback she 

kept in her bedroom.
It contained about £500, but 

returning from a gig one evening, she 
found her room had been completely 
ransacked and the piggybank had 
been burgled. You could say that was a 
eureka moment: the need for a better 
saving strategy. 

So in 2011 Iona set up The Young 
Money Blog, and the rest, as they say, 
is history. And now, having turned that 
unfortunate event into a successful 
career, she has an important message 
for those freelancers unsure about 

putting themselves forward. 
“I would say go for it,” she added.
“I had no idea, all those months 

ago when I made my application, that 
I would be here now. Freelancers 
can suffer from a confidence deficit, 
partly because we have to motivate 
ourselves and tell ourselves that 
we’re worth it. Especially at the 
start of your career when you don’t 
necessarily have the achievements 
behind you to justify the frequent 
morale boosts. 

“Putting forward my 
application was very easy, and I had 
nothing to lose from it. To actually 
set out what my achievements were 
actually felt like a really positive 
process in itself. But if you don’t 
go for these opportunities, you’ll 
never know whether you could have 
made the cut. Now I’m processing 
what it means and how I can use 
it as a springboard for my career – 
contemplating all those possibilities 
is very exciting.”

Continued from page 1

“She found her room 
had been completely 
ransacked and the 
piggybank had been 
burgled”
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“SINCE winning the Co-Working Space of 
the Year Award in June, we’ve continued to 
grow. Having created an exciting community 
of entrepreneurs, freelancers and SMEs in 
Liverpool, we announced our expansion into 
Leeds, where we opened in October. Our new 
site - housed in a Grade II listed building- is 
now home to over 80 businesses from across 
Yorkshire, and we are delighted to be building 
another new community in a different city, 
learning from what made our first site so special.

At the end of last year, we also announced 
a second site within Liverpool (St Paul’s 
Square), which will be opening in April - giving 
further premium workspace to our existing 
members, and enabling more businesses to 
grow alongside us. We are really excited to be 
able to keep growing, and to further develop 
the entrepreneurial community which is 
burgeoning in Liverpool. We are also looking 
to expand into new cities throughout the UK, 
during 2019.

Our partnership with Barclays Eagle Lab 
has also expanded to Leeds, with Eagle Lab 
taking on a whole floor of our Leeds site - 
allowing them to continue providing financial 
and business advice to our whole network of 
members, enabling their businesses to focus 
on what they do best. Our members find their 
support to be invaluable.

Not only have we set our sights high, 
aiming to take our award-winning approach 
to new cities, but our members have too. 
We’ve seen so many businesses in our space 
continue to scale, expanding their teams, and 
taking on bigger areas within Avenue HQ. 
We know that our award from IPSE was not 
just a recognition of us, but of the vibrant and 
exciting businesses that use our spaces, day-in 
day-out. 

That’s exactly why the award from IPSE 
meant so much to us. It wasn’t recognition for 
how we’ve grown as a company, but for how 
we’ve grown our community, and tried to make 
their working life better every day. It takes a 
lot of trust to move your business and your 
employees to a new space - and IPSE recognised 
the positive impact we were having on our 
members, repaying their trust in us. It also 
recognised the hard work our teams put in every 
day to make our spaces as exciting, fresh and 
innovative as they can be. We were so proud as 
a team to win the award, and as June reminded 
us, our aim is to keep making our workspaces 
as positive and progressive as they can be.”

AT IPSE, we’re here to represent not only 
our members, but all of the UK’s 4.8 million 
self-employed people. And representing the 
self-employed doesn’t just mean fighting their 
corner in government and industry. It also 
means celebrating their hard work and their 
fantastic achievements. 
The freelance workforce is one of the UK’s most 
dynamic and productive sectors, and at IPSE 
we see that every day. As chair of IPSE, it’s one 
of the most amazing things to see the striving, 
energy and entrepreneurialism of the self-
employed people we meet.

While National Freelancers Day brings 
together self-employed people from across the 
country, our Freelancer of the Year Awards 
are one special time in the year to celebrate 
everything they’ve achieved. Because when 
someone like Iona Bain, our fantastic 2018 
Freelancer of the Year, goes on stage to pick 
up her award, it’s not just her writing and 
journalism we’re celebrating – it’s the work 
of all freelancers. 

2019 will be our sixth Freelancer of the 
Year Awards – and our biggest-ever. Because, 
since we first began the awards, we have strived 
to expand them and celebrate more and more 
different aspects of freelancing. So we now 
crown not only the Freelancer of the Year, Young 
Freelancer of the Year and the best person who 
is New to Freelancing: we also celebrate the 
people and businesses who support freelancers 
across the UK. We do this with our Ambassador 
of the Year, Coworking Space of the Year and 
University Partner of the Year awards. 

For 2019, we also have another new 
category: Freelance Project of the Year, to 
celebrate the best individual freelance project 
– be it an event, a campaign, a fundraiser or any 
other kind of project. Crucially, this doesn’t 
have to be from a full-time freelancer: it could 
be someone from the ever-growing ‘side-hustle’ 
workforce who freelances in their spare time. 

With so many awards celebrating 
all different aspects of self-employment, 
whatever kind of freelancer you are, there’s 
sure to be a category for you – and I would 
strongly urge you to apply.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Walking the walk and talking the talk; 
Avenue HQ win Co-Working Space of 
the Year 2018

Christina McLean

Caroline Morgan, IPSE Chair

Adam Lowe, Avenue HQ

How freelancing for her family changed the course 
of Leah Layzell’s career and helped her become one 
of IPSE’s Young Freelancer of the Year finalists. 

AFTER having our first child at 20, it was a struggle 
for me to get back into flexible work. Although I was 
offered the opportunity to transition from a full-time 
to a part-time role within my current employer, it 
proved extremely difficult to juggle childcare and 
working life.

I looked into all the home-working opportunities 
out there, but in the end I decided to take the leap 
into self-employment as a freelance Virtual Assistant 
(VA). My first work was offering virtual administrative 
services to business owners. It made sense because it 
fitted my skills and experience at the time, but before 
long I found it just wasn’t what I wanted to do. 

Being able to set the rules of my working life  
was a huge plus. 

Instead I started exploring my passion for design. 
I already had some self-taught design skills, but I 
started taking a lot of training to build on that. Soon I 
was actually designing for clients and even branching 
out into development and technical support, as well as 
branding and graphic design. 

Being able to set the rules of my working life was a 

Freelancing and family: how a mum-of-
one became a Young Freelancer of the 
Year finalist

What are the 
Freelancer of the 
Year awards – 
and why do they 
matter?

www.nationalfreelancersday.com/ipse-awards
events@ipse.co.uk

huge plus for me – especially with a child in-tow (soon 
to be two children!). It allows me to spend quality time 
with my family, as well as help my clients and do the 
work I love. I’ve been able to watch my daughter grow 
and help her with her learning. 

Last year, I applied for the IPSE Young Freelancer 
of the Year award. One of my VA mentors had applied 
for the awards some time ago and had been telling 
anyone and everyone in her network all about it. So I 
took a look at the awards – and IPSE and their mission 
– and thought it would be a great thing to apply for. 
I had no confidence I would be selected, but just 
writing down exactly what I did was eye-opening!

During the application process, I had no confidence 
that I would be selected, but just the experience of 
writing down exactly what I did was eye-opening and 
gave me clarity about my business. If you’re thinking 
about applying, I would say go for it – even just for the 
process of filling out the application form!

Juggling a business and a family can be a struggle 
at the best of times, but being a Young Freelancer of 
the Year finalist has given me the confidence to keep 
pursuing my goals. I have met so many inspiring 
people since the awards, and have even worked with 
some of my fellow finalists. It was a huge boost for 
my confidence in my business and really helped me 
overcome my impostor syndrome! It didn’t stop with 
the awards either: I’ve been working closely with IPSE 
since as a speaker and panellist, and that has been 
massively rewarding too!



Join IPSE at National Freelancers Day, 
an event full of inspirational speakers, 
informative workshops and 
meaningful conversations, to grow 
your business and your network.

www.nationalfreelancersday.com
BOOK YOUR TICKET NOW


